
Commissioners Court
Social Media posts (resources are on the state website)
Thank you notes
Their favorite sweet treat
News articles

National Volunteer week is April 17th-23rd! If you have not
already planned out ways to recognize your volunteers, I have
included a few below for you! 

I would love to know how you are recognizing your volunteers.
Share those ideas with me! 

N A T I O N A L  V O L U N T E E R  W E E K !  

COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT

D8
I S S U E  0 0 2  •  A P R I L  2 0 2 3

C O U N T Y  E X T E N S I O N  A G E N T
C O N N E C T I O N

T A B L E  O F  
C O N T E N T S

News from D8

Let's go Camping!

Meet your Coworkers

Resources of the month

Connection

Thankful for you! MeganDistrict 8 4-H 
Making the best better



N E W S  F R O M  D 8N E W S  F R O M  D 8

W H A T ' S  C O M I N G  U PW H A T ' S  C O M I N G  U P
It's the busy season!!!!

District 8 SURGE
SURGE is our premier leadership camp for Senior-aged youth.
At this camp, you will gain leadership skills to take back to
their county programs. Details for this year's camp are below. 

Date: June 21-23, 2023
Location: Camp Buckner, Burnet
Cost: $250/student; $200/adult
Theme: Kicking it old school! 
Dance Themes: 80s/90s Prom; Old School Hollywood
Find more information here: https://agrilife.org/d84h/events-
and-activities/leadership-lab/
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M E E T  Y O U R  C O W O R K E R SM E E T  Y O U R  C O W O R K E R S

F L O Y D  I N G R A M
What is your official job title?

County Extension Agent, Agriculture – Bell County 
How long have you been in Extension?

Just over 8 years 
What is your biggest program?

Up until recently it was the Central Texas Cow-Calf
Clinic with approximately 200 producers attending.
Since moving to Bell County, I would say it’s the Bell
County Crops Conference with about the same number
in attendance. 

What is your most favorite program?
The Bell/Milam Youth Agribusiness Tour. This was an idea
that was thought up over a few cold beverages at our
yearly Ag Retreat and has grown over the years to gain
national recognition and become fully funded by Capital
Farm Credit. It gives youth interested in pursuing a
degree or career in agriculture a firsthand one on one
look at the industry, the challenges it faces, and business
models that work. 

Where did you go to college?
Tarleton State University 

What is your degree(s) in?
B.S. Agricultural Service & Development 
M.S. Agriculture & Consumer Resource

Who makes up your immediate family?
My wife, Whitney Ingram 

What are you most passionate about?
Making a positive impact. Whether that be through my
career, in my community, amongst my friends, or simply
one on one. I have always felt passionate that we are
not here to just cruise through life and consume what we
can. We are here to work, to do, and to lead by example.
If you can do that and leave a positive impact at the
same time it pays off dividends for not only you but those
you are around too. 

Are you an early bird or a night owl?
Really depends a lot on the situation. But if I had to tilt
the scale to one side, I’d say Night Owl.

When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you
grew up?

A Doctor 
What is the most fun part of your job?

The relationships you have the opportunity to build.
Period. Extension has lots of pros and cons but the
people you get to meet can end up being as much of a
blessing on your life as you are on theirs. In our career
were seen as a resource, and if you’re good at your job
people will begin to trust you as such. That trust often
leads to those great relationships and for me I can’t
begin to count the number I have been fortunate to make
over the years. 
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Bell Co



M E E T  Y O U R  C O W O R K E R SM E E T  Y O U R  C O W O R K E R S

D A N A E  H I C K S

What is your official job title? 
County Extension Agent - Family and
Community Health

How long have you been in Extension?
 I started with Ellis County in August.

What is your biggest program?
 My largest program is Master of Memory,
followed closely by A Matter of Balance!

What is your most favorite program?
 My favorite program has to be A Matter of
Balance, hearing the participants little wins
through the program is so uplifting and is
such a testament to the program. 

Where did you go to college? 
West Texas A&M University, Canyon, TX

What is your degree(s) in? 
Bachelors of Science in Agriculture

Who makes up your immediate family? 
My husband, Sawyer and my daughter
Charlotte ( and our two dogs Oliver and
Tanner)

What are you most passionate about?
Passenger Safety! After getting my Child
Passenger Safety Technician Certification, it
really ignited a fire in me to help keep kids as
safe as possible while they're in vehicles. 

Are you an early bird or a night owl? 
I'm definitely an early bird. 

When you were a kid, what did you want to be
when you grew up? 

I grew up in extension and always wanted to
be an agent and work with the community. 

What is the most fun part of your job? 
The most fun part of working in Ellis County is
interacting with all of the citizens. I've built
so many great relationships in the last 8
months and am really excited to see what the
future brings!
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Ellis Co
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M E E T  Y O U R  C O W O R K E R SM E E T  Y O U R  C O W O R K E R S
J U S T I N  H A L E

What is your official job title?
 County Extension Agent Agriculture & Natural
Resources 

How long have you been in Extension? 
7 years 

What is your biggest program? 
Johnson County Harvest Fest multidisciplinary
outreach and 4-H Kickoff Event With the
Cleburne Rail Roaders baseball team 

What is your most favorite program? 
Forage and Beef Cattle Programming/4-H
youth livestock 

Where did you go to college? 
The Tarleton State University 

What is your degree(s) in? 
B.S. Agricultural Services and Development &
Masters of Agriculture/Consumer Resource
Development 

Who makes up your immediate family? 
Shelby Hale and Beau Hale 

What are you most passionate about? 
Idea development and being able to provide
information in an educational manner to both
youth and adults. Not just having the
information but being able to effectively
communicate those solutions to our people that
we serve. 

Are you an early bird or a night owl? 
Early Bird gets the worm, but the second mouse
gets the cheese 

When you were a kid, what did you want to be
when you grew up? 

Didn’t know, only knew that it HAD to involve
agriculture 

What is the most fun part of your job?
 Working with everyone and being an asset to
my county and community 
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R E S O U R C E  O F  T H E  M O N T HR E S O U R C E  O F  T H E  M O N T H

4 - H  R E C O R D  B O O K S

4-H Record books provide a great way for students to
keep a record of all the great things they have done
throughout the year. Now is a great time for you to host a
record book workshop! You can get all of the tools you
need on the state website, as well as ours.

https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/recordbooks/
https://agrilife.org/d84h/home/record-books/ (you can
also view the 4-part record book video series here. )

Check out our CEA Connection meeting recording here:
https://agnettamu0-
my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/megan_shaffer_agnet_tamu
_edu/EYSHlxIrs0xEiEf6uGvzZjQBTROXAMqAHZvbc1WevKqUbA

If you made it this far, send me an email  for a fun prize! 


